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Is it possible to create an in~is ib le  building! The anmer  is no. 
but the attempt can sometimes surpass the initial goal. 

The Oxford English Dictionar) refers to parlting as -"The action 
of Park. rb. (in \alious senses).*' This is a \ague beginning. The 
origins of the uord park ale ~ a r i e d .  but begin as a legal term in 
the 7th centur!. describing an enclosed tract of land for keeping 
beasts of the chase. Park is specificall! differentiated. in 
hunting terms. from a forest or chabe b! being enclosed. The 
~ e r b  form of park has three meanings. but the second is most 
descriptixe of the formal arrangement u e  think of in parltinp. 
'*to arrange compactlj (artillery. wagons, etc.). in a park." These 
meanings are descriptibe of the enclosure and ekficient arrange- 
ments me think of in a parking structure. but  are clearlq 
referring to open outdoor condition*. hext we turn to garage. a 
nord that  probald! did not exist before the 19th centuq.  The 
English 14ord is borrowed from the French garage. tirst 
recorded in 1802 as a "place where one docks'-. The term 
comes from the lerb garer. mhich originally meant '"to put 
merchandise under shelter". The first English use of the word is 
not until the earl! part of the  20th centuq. "'a building or 
indoor spare in vhich to park or keep a 1 ehicle". Less than 100 
years later ue're faced vith the term parkmg garage. that 
tTLpically eloltes the worst sort of structure we. as architects. 
create. 

This is \$here \\e begin. in a vasteland of sorts - a large. 
efficient. enclosed, storage building. I s  a project type ~ o u l d  this 
e \en  be considered architecture? 4pain. the OED pro\itfes a - 
reference: architecture is '.the art or science of building or 
constructing edificec of an! I h d  for human use." Thanldullx 
the definition uses the  term human use. rather than inhahita- 
tion. Thii ic the quandai-j \+ith designing a parlting structure - 
there reall! is no human inliabitation. The notion of creating 
space is largel! stripped awa!. Exen under the beat of 
circu~nstarices efficiency rule, the design. This is for a reason. 
alerape costs to build surface parhing start at $1000 per space. 
l ~ e r a g e  costs to build structured parking start at $10.000 per 
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This project \(as presented b~ the client as a n  inxisible building. 
It \ \as a necessary exil. but was in no wa) to detract from the 
more i~nportant medical campus buildings around it. Thib is 
sad. to be subjugated right from the start to rnedical buildings. 
of all things. is a rude aualiening to the perceil ed qualit! of the 
project !ou are creating. Undaunted. \ze took the challenge 
seriously and set about the task of malting the project 
disappear. The strateg xzas as follous: 

1. Rlalie the parliing box simple - reall! simple. 

2 .  Pull all of the elements that were not parking outside of the 
parliing bow. 

3.  Clad the box in a way that \+odd  collapse its volume into 
nothingness. 

R e  considered the parliing to be the imisible part of the 
project. Eveqthing else did not need to go aMa!: in iact it 
needed to be celebrated. The magician Houdini once said. .*If 
you look closel! you'll nex er see x\ hat's happening." '6 e dren 
attention to elernents that allox+ the garage to act as the thinnest 
of edge tonditions. There was no \+a! to conceal the length of 
the project. it nas nearl) 450 feet long. so it becarne attenuated 
as a long glass cladding plane. This plane faces the rnedical 
carnpu* and follovs the form of the adjacent road. aligning and 
deterring to the neighboring structure uhile bending to shield 
the volume hehind. The ending points are the  stair.. element. 
~ o u  are encouraged to see. ?et the! are also diaphanous 
xolumes. The entire character of the project that fare5 the 
rnedical campus tries to rninirnize its presence. !et refuse3 to 

space. Thi& of that. the parl&g spot in a garage costs more deny its function as a parking garage. It si111plJ stretches arid 

than the xalue of the axerage car sitting in it. flattens the xolu~ne of the building. 

The opposite side ol the project laces a h ighuaj .  B ith less of 
the need to flatten the structure me consr ious l~  used a more 
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t onr eritional sleight of liand tec hriiyur ds oun inethod 01 
inini~nizing the  TOIUI I IP  The  pnognam requi~ed a 5000 tori 
chilled \\atel iacilit! he includeti nit11 the 800-ca~ garage. The 
ploplanil does i11det.d rlou read: 800 can galage. 5000 ton 
cliilled wdter facilit!. drid mal\r it disapped~. This amount of 
cooling c'~pacitj iecpiiei d- I el? large cooling to~ te l .  T M ~  \ e n  
lange ones in fact. 50-foot diametei - 80-foot tall conical 
cc,nciete shells. capahle of generating thouaa~id ioot high 
plume-. 01 steam n e d \  all spiing and fall. These are plated 
dinectl! flanking the exit. causing you to drile hetmeen them 
nhile lealing the stnuctuie. The large toners sit in front of a 
300 foot long perforated coppel screen. uhich is allowed to 
patina na tu ra l l~ .  The towers demand attention. making the 
garage a simple bacl\diop at the scale of the highway traffic 
speeding past. 

The p~ojc.it l o l l o ~ ~  thr origi~idl dclir~itio~r ot a podrng gar-ape. 

ellit icnt arid eniloird. B! berpirrg thc stiateg! simple a i d  
focuiirlg on ieiiric~ncrlt of the  detail*. the iesult is the irierldlieft 
of iieiglihois. In the end the client decried. '-The parhing 
structuie is the n i c e ~ t  building on our medical campus. and 
ue're glad it's so nice. hut it sends the ~ i o n g  rnesyape.'" F r o ~ n  
oui point of l ien.  the rnessagr \+auld hv  that the oppol-tunit) to 
do good \\o11\ i5 e\e?where and in exel? pioject. 

Details 
800 cars 
14.820 sq. it. - 5000 ton chilled Itater plant 
Tno (large) cooling to\\ ers 
Pedestrian lrridge OT er highwaj 
268.992 total gross sq. ft. 


